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It has been the most extraordinary yed&or most of the year we were unable to use the theatre because of @8vid
lockdown restrictions. Lockdown began for PAT on 15 Marcm20 A 6 K G KS OF yOSt t I A2y
Killolology the set for which is still in the Antony Bridgesidto more than a year latetMarie Celestdike, it is a
reminder of what might have been, and what might yet be. The
Ghost Light was kepshining in the main auditorium, and the
building slept¢ though not entirely: there were someocially
distanced Group 64 classes when the rules permitted, we
managedthree shows in a restricted auditoriupand there was
one production outside. At the timedf writing, lockdown is
starting to ease, and we hope that the light we can see really is the
end of the tunnel.

As for most of the country, our
lives were transformed by video
conferencing. Group 64 maintaines
a full timetable of drama classe
and holday projects by Zoom.
These were interactive session
enabling participants to feed back, discuss and share, with bvaakooms so thag few
students could develop ideas before returning to theain group. The possibilities ©
teaching and communicatg in this way were stretched to the limit, so thanks a
admiration are due to all the Group 64 team. There were also two Group 64 product
the ShineOn Festivain December comprised a number of plays performed by differdiil
age groups, and also somerkshops, on lighting, directing and other topitisen Find A
Partnerin March was presented online by the older teenagers, exploring the anxie
pressures and occasional comedyse&rching fothe right person.

~ Killologyset

Ghost Lightoy Roberta Volpe

Putney Theatre Compargiso mounted a bravura response to the challenge.
The list of cancelled shows might have suggested a thespian disasterTimne:
Hollow, Cyrano de Bergeré&cancellediwice, summer 2020 and 2021Alice in
Wonderland, Di & Viv & Rasand The Hound of the BaskervilleBut PTC
triumphed in adversity. Thaew writing production Truth or Darenvent online-
short plays exploring the mostly comic and occasionally worrying possibilities
suggested bythe title. Technical improvements now enabled online sale of
modestly pricé tickets for this and subsequent online productiofien began

a series of online monologues, a simply astonishing 52 brief extracts from plays
ranging wide in place, period and genre. These are listed, with the actors anc
directors, later in this repdr

A rumbustious production of
Twefth  Night followed in
September, performed in the Old
Burial Ground. This even foun
comedy in Covid9 restrictions,
surely the best possible answe
to a pandemic. We returned
online for The Magistrate
sparkling Edwalian comedy
from Arthur Wing Pinero, with
one member of the cast two hundred miles away in Swans 2
Increasingly we were able to take advantage of remote performing Group 64Shine Orfestival: lighting workshop
involve PTC members now living elsewhere.

Group 64: Find a Partner
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Gutby Frances Poet signalled that ourpease to lockdown would
y20 |ff 0SS fA3IKGySaa FyR FNRGK
tragic consequences. Shortly before Christm@mries from the
Attic presented several folk tales, with mesmerising performances
and magical puppetry. Both thesshows were performed in the
main auditorium to a socially distanced audienda. between

. aYA Yyl Thev@ob bf @arnageas performed online; two
asia 2F LINByGa sKz2asS LRtAGS
misdemeanour escalates to a towering inferrfaage.

In the new year we went online again, first willhe Weiy Conor

a Ot K S Ntile? of ®adjic loss set amidst the beauty of western

Ireland. There was more new writing for the final production of the
gKI GQa mgfia deRéhstratddla i

breadth of imagination, making us cry as well as laégiul there was another distant actarthis time in France.

A new departure which rehearsed and recorded in March 2021 for releas
April was a radio play adaptation in four paofdLittle Womenl2 dzA a | a
story of an American family in the time of the Civil War was convincingly 1
with elegiac music, and well received by all.

In addition to these productions, there were many play readings, quiz nig
t ¢/ Qa
the PTC Awards Nigtdutscoring the Oscars for entertainment and enjoyme
We do hope thasomeonline activitieswill remain as a regulaand additional
part of our outputas we emergerbm the long night of Covid.

singalongs, @R yA3IAKGa |

In April 2020 the financial outlook was very uncertain: income from dra
classes and productions had ceased, but we still had annual overheads of
£100K. Thanks to Veronika and the finance team, applications for a&ss

¥ Bradley White

At the time of writing, we have been
FgF NRSR I 3aANI vyl
Qultural RecoveryFund, which will tide us

over until we are again fully operational,
and will enable us to rebuild our reserves
Nevertheless, though the immediate
future is secure, the turbulence of the last
year should not obscure the fact that pre

Covid the theatre was running at a loss.

The trustees believe that one effect of
Covid will be lower membership and

audience levels for the next few years, and

that overheads must beeduced to reflect
this.
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PTC: The cast dfruth or Dare

TNRY
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Thursday 25th February, 8pm
An amateur online performance
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were soon in place. Our business rates were
cancelled, we receivefi39K in various granfsom
Wandsworth Borough CounciE26K in furlough
support from HMROwhilstad { KAy S hy ¢ =
campaign, raised a magnificent £23K (including Gift
Aid). We ao received a cancellation insurance
payment of £2K and income from other initiatives.
Details are in the financial report, and | would like
to say thank you on behalf of all who worked to
raise funds and the many who have given (and
continue to give) soanerously.
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